Hollis-Reynolds; General Writing Rubric


Excellence in writing is a hallmark of a quality education.   Students are expected to adhere to rigorous writing standards.  These standards address the areas of content (following directions, clear coherent ideas, logical development and appropriate details) composition (standard spelling, punctuation, grammar, sentence construction), and APA style (see Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association, Fifth Edition).  Each written assignment should show unity, organization, coherence, development, and insight, as well as, conform to APA style.  The following chart compares the characterizers of an excellent paper, an acceptable paper, a marginally acceptable paper, and an unacceptable paper.

	
	Content
	Composition
	Style

	Excellent

Paper
	Directions followed precisely. Purpose clearly stated.  Introduction engages the reader. Use of details, statistics, and examples specific and clear. Shows strong insight. Excellent sources. Appropriate applications. Strong conclusion. 


	Well organized. Strong unity and coherence.  Smooth transitions.

Strong and precise word choice

Active voice. Excellent grammar and spelling.
	Perfect APA product.  



	Acceptable Paper
	Directions followed. Purpose stated.  Good introduction. Use of details, statistics, and examples adequate and understandable. Good sources. Shows adequate insight. Good conclusion.


	Good organization.  Paragraph unity generally good.  Mostly effective transitions.  Suitable word choice.  Mostly active voice. Minor grammatical and spelling errors.
	Minor deviations from APA.



	Marginally Acceptable Paper
	Directions not followed or parts of the assignment are missing. Purpose somewhat unclear. Poor introduction.  Examples confusing or inappropriate Shows little insight. Sources not credible or often based on personal opinion. Weak conclusion.

	Poorly organized. Lack of unity. Few effective transitions. Limited or weak word choice. Mostly passive voice.

	Many deviations from APA.

	Unacceptable 

Paper
	Directions not followed and parts of the assignment are missing. Purpose missing or unclear. No introduction. Examples confusing or inappropriate. Shows no insight. No sources. No conclusion—ended abruptly. 


	Unorganized—no coherent message. No unity. Transitions missing or not fully developed. Ineffective word choice. Passive voice. Too many major grammatical errors.  


	Number of deviations from APA unacceptable.



